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The only recommendation one could make in such a case
is that the boy should be taught by a method adapted
to his mental peculiarities. Since he has such poor
auditory memory, one could hardly rely upon mere rote
auditory training and drill. It would seem wiser to use
his good powers of reasoning and visualization and to
teach by a method which might be for the majority
uneconomical and clumsy.

The social implications of the boy's defect are difficult
to measure. Willard had been in court several times be-
cause of sex delinquencies. His mind seemed fairly
obsessed by bad sex ideas; he had written several ob-
scene letters. His actions can be accounted for partly,
at least, on the basis of sex knowledge learned at a school
to which he had been sent about two years previously.
Furthermore, the boy was in the midst of adolescence
and premature in sexual development. It cannot be
definitely stated that his lack of ability for certain mental
tasks had any direct relation to his misconduct, but, on
the other hand, it is a fair assumption that had his school
progress been altogether normal, he might have developed
good mental interests which would have been sufficiently
strong to prevent the growth of delinquent tendencies
which he showed. There is a possibility that the low
grade he reached in school and the discouragements
resulting therefrom were factors in his career.

We learned that the heredity in the case was not good.
The father had been alcoholic and abusive, had deserted
his family when Willard was three years old. The
mother had later obtained a divorce. She herself appeared
to be a good and normal woman. The developmental
history was negative, and environmental conditions had
been fairly satisfactory, except during the time that the
boy attended the school mentioned above.

His physical development was normal except for sex